Mark 10:46-52






BARTIMAEUS
Are you a Christ centred preacher?

· Bring Jesus into every sermon

· Don’t just know Jesus intellectually but in the heart

· Spirit anointed speaker
It doesn’t just stop at preachers, we are all called to be Christ centred believers!

You can’t be a contagious Christian if you don’t know Jesus experientially!

And if you know Jesus experientially then you can’t help but be a contagious Christian!

In other words, once you have encountered, experienced or been related to by Jesus, your life WILL be changed, and when you’re life has been touched by Jesus others will see it. You will become contagious, and, surely, that is what we should be?
Bartimaeus was a contagious, Christ centred, guy!

Tonight I would like to use the account we read earlier as an example of being a contagious Christian, and, how through meeting Jesus become Christ centred believers.

Jesus is approaching Jericho for the last time, He is on His way to Jerusalem from Jordan where He will be crucified and, the events of that first Easter, which are so integral to our belief, will unfold.

As Jesus is walking through Jericho we read of a large crowd gathering around Him and following Him. And, right in the middle of this busy scene we get the introduction of our main character, Bartimaeus, Blind, sitting by the roadside begging.
What does this tell us about him? Well, he relies on the generosity of others! If they don’t give him anything, he doesn’t live. As you could imagine though, today he probably isn’t doing well as everyone is fixated on the arrival of Jesus in town, they aren’t noticing the beggar sat by the road.

Spiritually, we are with Bartimaeus, Spiritually blind and poor! If your life isn’t in Christ, you’re sat, right next to Bartimaeus! The problem is, this world can’t offer us life, yet so many are too ashamed to beg from this world, and too proud to ask God!

Luke 18:36 – “When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening”
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by” they tell him.

The Holy Spirit made these words alive! Bartimaeus must have heard of this Jesus guy, maybe even the fact that He had healed others, even raised people from the dead!

Bartimaeus didn’t know this would be the last time Jesus would be passing by, and, neither do we – Don’t miss your chance to call upon the name of the Lord!

Mark 10:47 “Bartimaeus began to shout”

If we look at this verse in the original Greek however we get a more passionate image created. 

“krazO kai legO huios dauid iEsous eleaO egO”

“he began to cry out and say”
He cries out! 

Well, what does the cry mean?

1. Symbolic of a newborn

2. asks only for mercy

    Have you ever cried out, “Have mercy on me”? nothing more, nothing less!

3. Couldn’t let Jesus go by

4. The name Bartimaeus calls out

· He cries out, “Lord, Son of David” 
· When he asked who was going by he was told Jesus of Nazereth, yet, he is calling out Lord Son of David!
· Bartimaeus has no assurance that Jesus would have mercy, but the name he used shows he believes He could have mercy!
What happens next? The Crowd Rebuked him, and told him to be quiet!

SHUT UP! 
           THREATENED HIM! 

“HOLD YOUR PEACE!”

Why were these people telling him to be quiet?

· Maybe they were trying to protect him from looking stupid, telling him that Jesus wouldn’t do that for him, so be quiet and don’t show yourself up

· Maybe they were trying to keep up the appearance of the city – a prophet was walking through, quick! Keep him quiet, we don’t want the prophet to think badly of this place!

· Maybe his words were hitting a nerve with ‘the religious folk’ who is he calling Son of David?

You see – Bartimaeus had it, he had caught on! The Holy Spirit had brought the words alive, and, he knew he had to take this opportunity!

“But he shouted all the more!”
How many of us, when faced with opposition go quiet? Can we truly say, that we shout out all the more?

Bartimaeus knew he needed Jesus, and when you know you need Jesus you keep crying out!

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him”
On the journey to Jerusalem, to His death, He hears the cry of a poor, blind beggar!

If he heard Bartimaeus in the depth of his humiliation, how much more will He here you in the height of His exaltation!?!?!

If you think of the scene this is in, there was Jesus walking through, Jesus disciples, a large crowd, a blind beggar shouting out “Son of David have mercy on me” and the crowd telling him to be quiet. . . amongst all this action and noise – Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called!

How many of us amongst our daily work, hustle and bustle need to just stand still!

“cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” The people who seconds earlier were telling Bartimaeus to be quiet are now telling him to rise, and walk forward!

There is a wonderful picture here of Christ – He did everything!

· He walked by

· He stood still

· He commanded him

“Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.” 

At this time everyone would have a nice outer garment! This was probably the most expensive item he owned, yet, in his haste to see Jesus, he cast it away!

We come to Jesus in rags, and humility!

V51 – “what do you want?”

1. He likes to here His people say their needs

2. He wanted the crowd to hear, Jesus wanted to make Bartimaeus contagious!

“Rabbi, I want to see” In Greek the word used here is Rhabbouni ‘Rabboni’

This was the title and the name used for Master, saviour – this word is only used one other time in scripture and that is when Mary is by the tomb and she turns around and cries out, “Rabboni” (John 20:16)
Jesus then says, “Your faith has healed you” Wait? YOUR faith? Surely Jesus has got His theology wrong, surely it is God who gives us faith? 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8)
When you have children, when they are still young the children don't have a job and therefore don't have money of their own, so, sometimes the mum would go to the dad when it was nearing his Birthday asking him for money, to give to the children to by the present. . . when it comes to his Birthday the dad receives the gift with love, although, it was his money that bought it. . .  but it was the children that had to go out and shop for the present, and chose it.

Similarly, God has given faith to his children, to use, to exercise, and in the exercising of faith, we give it back to God, and he delights in it. . . . To see his Children exercising the faith He has given them. . .

Healings can take place where the faith of the sick is exercised (as in this story) or where the faith of the helpers is expressed (those who dropped the sick man through the roof to Jesus ) or in the healer (Lazarus was dead therefore had NO faith!)

The first thing Bartimaeus saw was Jesus!
Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the way, on the way to Jerusalem, Calvary – are you willing to follow Jesus all the way to calvary?

What made Bartimaeus follow Jesus, when he received his sight he knew Jesus was

Altogether Lovely

Altogether Beautiful

Altogether Wonderful 

Unconditionally, whatever Jesus has in store, even if it be to Calvary, we follow Him!

Luke 18:43 – “He praised God” In other translations it says he Glorified God! When we encounter God, and we meet with Jesus, we can’t stay quiet!

The problem is we too often keep our mouths shut!

Following Jesus is satisfactory, it is what comfortable Christian living is, but, if you want to influence those around you – Glorify God!
So to conclude; Who are you with?

-Bartimaeus the beggar?
-The crowd?
-Bartimaeus the Jesus follower?
