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The name Zechariah means “The Lord remembers”. The book is about the Lord pointing people to the future when all they can see is a mess. Look at these pictures of our church. You might look and feel it’s like a bomb site. Well imagine the situation in Zechariah where the people had come back to the temple and it had been ransacked and left for 70 years totally unattended. 
The past. (Chapters 1-6)

The city of Jerusalem was like a ghost town, the people having been carted off into foreign imprisonment (exile). Zechariah, along with another Prophet called Haggai started to encourage the people about the rebuilding of the temple, face the future rather than mourning the past. But Zechariah’s message was to go way beyond the restoration of the temple. God showed him the longer term future. In fact in one night Zechariah had 8 visions, picture messages from God. You can read them in chapters 1 to 6 but essentially the messages are that:

1. God will restore his people.

2. Their enemies will be judged.

3. God will look after and rebuild Jerusalem.

4. The religious leaders will be cleansed.

5. God’s Spirit will guide and empower the leaders.
6. People will be cleansed.

7. Sin will be removed.

8. The nations will be judged.

So the message is that God knows what has happened and he will sort it out in a BIG way! The Lord remembers. He’s still active when things don’t look good. But then in the middle part of the book there is an indication of what should happen given the fact the Lord remembers and the future will be sorted out. It is a move from fasting to feasting.

The present. (Chapters 7-8)
The people of Bethel had sent Sharezer and Regem-Melech, together with their men, to entreat the Lord ﻿3﻿ by asking the priests of the house of the Lord Almighty and the prophets, “Should I mourn and fast in the fifth month, as I have done for so many years?”

God answers…
And the word of the Lord came again to Zechariah: ﻿9﻿ “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. ﻿10﻿ Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.’ 

But…

they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and stopped up their ears. ﻿12﻿ They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to the words that the Lord Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. So the Lord Almighty was very angry.
Yet in chapter 8 we read,
This is what the Lord says: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.”
Then in v18f:

 Again the word of the Lord Almighty came to me. ﻿19﻿ This is what the Lord Almighty says: “The fasts of the fourth, fifth, seventh and tenth months will become joyful and glad occasions and happy festivals for Judah. Therefore love truth and peace.”
So there is the change from the somberness of fasting to the celebration of feasting. That’s what you’re moving towards, says God.  Then in the third part of the book, not surprisingly the theme moves from past and present to the future. And here we get, amongst other things, to Palm Sunday!

The future. (Chapters 9-14)

If you just look at our church bible chapter headings you will see what God is going to do:

· Judgement on Israel’s enemies. (9)

· The Lord will care for Judah. (10)

· Jerusalem’s enemies to be destroyed (12)

· Mourning for the one they pierced (12)

· Cleansing from sin (13)

· The Lord comes and reigns (14)

All themes linked back to the visions Zechariah had in part 1. But to summarise all this look at chapter 14 verses 8-9:
On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, in summer and in winter.
﻿9﻿ The Lord will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and his name the only name. 

So it is a picture of a restored Jerusalem. But in keeping with our evening series of “angles on the Cross”, it points to a broader fulfillment that is only revealed when we get to the New Testament and see what Jesus did. There are numerous future-ward references, but let’s start with the obvious one for today:
Palm Sunday…

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!
See, your king comes to you,
righteous and having salvation,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (9:9)

Then look at some other references that would stun the prophet and his readers if they knew what was coming in Jesus:

The price…

they paid me thirty pieces of silver.
﻿13﻿ And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the handsome price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord to the potter. (ch 11)
The handsome price of God is 30 pieces of silver…just what Judas took for the Lord’s betrayal.
The Mourning…

“And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. (12:10f)

John 19 directly quotes this text of Jesus.

The Desertion…

 “Strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered, (13:7) 

At the Last supper with his disciples Jesus told them,

 “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written:
“ ‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’

The future reign…
But before all these references, in Zechariah 6:11 onwards, at that point of transition introducing “From fasting to feasting” we read:

Take the silver and gold and make a crown, and set it on the head of the high priest, Joshua son of Jehozadak. ﻿12﻿ Tell him this is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the Branch, and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the Lord. ﻿13﻿ It is he who will build the temple of the Lord, and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on his throne.

Apart from the priestly reign, Joshua is the name there. A high priest. His name is the branch. What’s the New Testament Greek equivalent name for the Hebrew Joshua? Jesus! Clothed with majesty and sat on a throne! That’s the outworking of Easter.

God remembers his people. He never forgets his plan and his promise. He is still yet to finally come and reign. But like our church buildings upstairs now, there is no going back on the plan. Too much has been done. And God has already done far too much to go back on his plan to come and reign forever. Remember the past, celebrate the present but live for the future!
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