The Big plan for the church (Part 4).
Part 4. The Eternal Church.
How do you “picture” eternity? What images do you use?




Read Revelation 7:9-17. What images are used here, and how do they overlap, or even seem contradictory? What might this tell us?




Moving towards the eternal church:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Following on from last week (“The waiting Church”), at the start of chapter 7 (vv1-3) we see four angels holding back the winds, and the fifth angel explains why. It was restraint for the sake of the people of God. Previously suffering Christians had cried out “How long” to God (6:10). So the picture seems to be of God’s people suffering then entering glory, but the unsaved seeming to be OK - the storm [of God’s anger] restrained – yet they would one day face it. So it seems there are two aspects for everyone, but an issue of which way round we face them: Troubles then peace (for the Church) or “peace” then troubles (those not in the Church). How does this issue shape your thinking and attitude as you move towards the eternal Church?





Looking at the eternal Church:

1. The church will enter eternal salvation. What is the focus in v10? Is the church focusing on previous suffering? How would you think if on your wedding day your spouse said to you “I’m so glad that era of my life is passed”? How much more please would you be with “I’m so looking forward to our whole lives together”? How should this encourage and motivate us?




2. The nature of the salvation seen here…

· Serving (15). How do you feel about that?
· Protection (15), provision (16) and peace (17). Comments?





How should we be living then, in the light of the BIG plan for the Church? 
